Pediatric cardiopulmonary-cerebral resuscitation: an overview and future directions.
The evolving understanding of pathophysiologic events during and after pediatric cardiac arrest has not yet resulted in significantly improved outcome. Exciting breakthroughs in basic and applied science laboratories are, however, on the immediate horizon for study in specific subpopulations of cardiac arrest victims. Strategically focusing therapies to specific phases of cardiac arrest and resuscitation and evolving pathophysiologic events offers great promise that critical care interventions will lead the way to more successful cardiopulmonary and cerebral resuscitation in children.